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ANIMAL  UNITS  OF  LIVESTOCK  FED  ANNUALLY 

1909  to  195U  x 
Prepared  in  Production  Economics  Research  Branch 

This  report  brings  to  date  the  data  on  animal  units  reported  in 
"Animal  Units  of  Livestock  Fed  Annually,  1919-20  to  19U8-U9"  (F.M.  6U 
revised)  issued  by  the  former  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  in  October 
19h9.  It  includes  a  preliminary  estimate  by  States  for  the  195U-55  feed- 
ing year.  These  preliminary  estimates  are  based  on  the  numbers  of  live- 
stock on  farms  January  1,  1955,  on  the  pig  crop  report  of  December  195U, 
on  the  report  of  cattle  on  feed  issued  in  January  1955,  and  on  the  report 
of  intentions  to  raise  turkeys  dated  January  ll;,  1955.  The  animal  units 
for  chickens  to  be  raised  in  1955  were  obtained  by  multiplying  the  19Sh 
figures  for  each  State  by  89  percent.  The  number  of  broilers  to  be  raised 
in  1955  was  assumed  to  be  98  percent  of  the  number  raised  in  195U. 

Throe  sets  of  animal  units  are  presented  in  this  report:  (1)  Grain- 
consuming  livestock;  (2)  roughage -consuming  livestock;  and  (3)  grain-and 
roughage -consuming  livestock.  The  meaning  of  the  term  "animal  unit"  may 
be  explained  by  an  example.  In  1953—514-  there  were  1,089,000  animal  units 
of  grain -consuming  livestock  in  Maine  (table  1)  which  means  that  all  the 
livestock  and  poultry  in  Maine  consumed  as  much  grain  and  other  concentrates 
in  a  year  as  1,089,000  average  (U.S.)  milk  cows  consumed.  Likewise  the 
226,000  animal  units  of  roughage -consuming  livestock  (table  2)  means  that 
all  the  livestock  in  Maine  consumed  as  much  roughage  (an  aggregate  of  hay, 
silage,  straw,  stover,  and  pasture)  as  226,000  average  (U.S.)  milk  cows 
consumed.  The  U3U,000  animal  units  of  grain-and  roughage -consuming  live- 
stock in  Maine  (table  3)  means  that  all  the  livestock  and  poultry  consumed 
as  much  feed  of  all  kinds  in  the  aggregate  as  ii3U,000  average  (U.S.)  milk 
cows  consumed. 

Animal  units  were  constructed  so  that  they  represented  about  the  same 
quantity  of  feed  in  one  part  of  the  country  as  in  another  in  19UO-li5.  An 
"average"  milk  cow  in  the  United  States  is  used  as  the  base  animal  unit  in 
this  study.  An  average  milk  cow  in  New  York  consumes  more  feed  than  does 
an  average  cow  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole.  Therefore,  it  is  considered 
as  more  than  one  animal  unit.  In  several  other  States,  an  average  milk  cow 
is  less  than  a  unit.  The  method  of  computation  and  factors  used  in  each 
State  are  given  in  F.M,  6U,  revised. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  quantity  of  feed  fed  per  head  for 
some  kinds  of  livestock  may  have  changed  since  19UO-li5  when  the  factors  used 
in  this  report  were  constructed,  and  that  an  animal  unit  in  a  State  or  even 
in  the  United  States  in  1955  may  not  represent  the  same  quantity  of  feed  that 
it  represented  in  19 1*0-1*5.  The  change  may  have  been  greater  in  some  States 
than  in  others.  The  same  qualification  applies  to  the  years  before  19U0. 
Horses  and  mules  get  less  grain  per  head  than  they  got  20  to  30  years  ago, 
while  milk  cows  get  more  concentrates.  Broilers  use  much  less  feed  per  head 
than  they  used  10  years  ago.  In  constructing  the  animal  units  shown  in  this 
report,  constant  factors  were  used  for  the  years  from  1909  to  1955.  Livestock 
in  cities  are  not  included. 
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Table  1*.-  Grain-consuming  livestock;  Animal  units  fed  in  year 
beginning  October  1,  by  classes  of  livestock, 
United  States,  1909-1951+ 


Year 
beginning 
October  1 

|  Dairy 
I  cattle 

;     Beef     ; 
[  cattle  ] 

Sheep 

:  Horses 
:     and 
:  mules 

:     Hogs 

: Poultry 

:     Total 

Thousand  units 

1909 

!  22,659 

11,626 

1,517 

25,298 

39,500 

26,806 

127,1*06 

1910 

:   22,627 

11,111* 

1,527 

2StQSS 

1*1*,600 

28,730 

13l*,l*53 

1911 

:   22,737 

10,630 

1,1*1*6 

26,212 

1*1*,  200 

27,655 

132,880 

1912 

:   22,811 

10,882 

1,31*8 

26,576 

1*5,1*00 

27,1*60 

13l*,l*77 

1913 

i  23,091 

11,651* 

1,301 

27,086 

1*6,500 

27,598 

137,230 

1911* 

:  23,615 

12,812 

1,223 

27,1*77 

1*8,100 

28,555 

HA,  782 

1915 

i   2l*,176 

13,726 

1,208 

27,627 

5i,5oo 

27,820 

11*6,057 

1916 

i   21*,  712 

ll*,631 

1,171* 

27,982 

1*7,500 

27,069 

11*3,068 

1917 

!   25,089 

15,11*2 

1,198 

28,392 

1*9,800 

27,362 

11*6,983 

1918 

:   25,100 

11*, 861 

1,265 

28,581 

50,600 

29,1*70 

11*9,877 

1919 

:   25,251* 

H*, 727 

1,222 

28,262 

1*7,278 

28,687 

11*5,1*30 

1920 

:   25,070 

13,822 

1,251 

28,060 

1*7,907 

27,1*80 

11*3,590 

1921 

:   25,372 

13,1*88 

1,11*0 

27,783 

51,1*88 

29,738 

11*9,009 

1922 

i  25,733 

13,329 

1,198 

27,1*1*3 

58,693 

31,276 

157,672 

1923         i 

t  25,890 

12,881* 

1,216 

26,807 

56,881 

33,173 

156,851 

1921 

:   26,01*3 

11,761* 

1,221* 

26,127 

51,909 

33,627 

150,691* 

1925 

:  25,850 

10,968 

1,320 

25,509 

50,786 

3l*,l*76 

11*8,909 

1926 

:  25,71*3 

9,882 

1,336 

2l*,658 

51*,  739 

36,088 

152,1*1*6 

1927         J 

:   25,760 

9,271* 

1,1*16 

23,908 

56,773 

35,891 

153,022 

1928         i 

26,165 

9,665 

1,513 

23,192 

55,192 

36,91*9 

152,676 

1929         : 

27,016 

10,226 

1,695 

22,582 

53,812 

38,285 

153,616 

1930        s 

27,819 

10,291 

1,681* 

21,876 

51*,5i*3 

36,188 

152,1*01 

1931         J 

28,829 

10,232 

1,776 

21,201* 

57,955 

36,051 

156,01*7 

1932        s 

30,105 

11,126 

1,717 

20,682 

SQ99S1 

36,711* 

159,295 

1933        i 

31,098 

11,163 

1,688 

20,215 

51*,526 

3l*,998 

153,688 

1931*        i 

30,076 

9,311 

1,708 

19,696 

37,035 

33,228 

131,051* 

1935        : 

29,225 

11,123 

1,698 

19,01*3 

1*1,875 

35,51*5 

138,509 

1936        j 

28,685 

9,710 

1,667 

18,536 

1*1*,  701 

3l*,313 

137,612 

1937        ! 

28,562 

10,789 

1,717 

17,839 

1*1*,  719 

3l*,052 

137,678 

1938        ! 

28,963 

10,751 

1,700 

17,370 

52,965 

36,752 

11*8,501 

1939        i 

29,1*66 

11,731* 

1,719 

17,012 

59,206 

36,906 

156,01*3 

19U0        j 

30,120 

13,012 

1,821 

16,591* 

55,613 

38,797 

155,957 

191*1        : 

31,122 

13,653 

1,916 

16, li*l 

61,061 

1*3,1*50 

167,31*3 

191*2         : 

32,092 

H*,902 

1,902 

15,781* 

77,670 

50,097 

192,1*1*7 

191*3         : 

33,826 

H*,591 

1,750 

15,239 

78,621* 

1*9,130 

193,160 

191*1*         : 

32,806 

15,516 

1,688 

U*,552 

59,316 

1*9,1*91* 

173,372 

191*5         : 

31,271 

H*, 71*1* 

1,580 

13,699 

60,723 

1*5,695 

167,712 

191*6         : 

30,611* 

H*,997 

1,370 

12,650 

57,782 

1*2,887 

160,300 

191*7         : 

29,365 

13,1*21* 

1,215 

11,696 

57,616 

1*0,720 

151*,036 

191*8         s 

28,591* 

li*,875 

1,058 

10,800 

60,907 

1*3,817 

160,051 

191*9         J 

28,651* 

15,159 

998 

9,91*8 

65,790 

1*5,573 

166,122 

1950         : 

2b, 601 

15,91*9 

1,001 

9,098 

69,603 

1*8,037 

172,289 

1951         : 

28,1*05 

17,601* 

1,101 

8,079 

69,677 

1*9,318 

17l*,l81* 

1952         : 

29,270 

20,1*90 

1,119 

7,212 

62,292 

1*9,000 

169,383 

1953         : 

29,81*6 

19,657 

1,107 

6,1*96 

59,803 

51,1*68 

168,377 

1951*         : 

29,561* 

20,1*09 

1,082 

5,906 

66,1*98 

50,309 

173,768 
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Table  5»-  Roughage -consuming  livestock:  Animal  units  fed  in 
year  beginning  October  1,  by  classes  of  livestock, 
1909-1951* 


Year 
beginning 
October  1 

Dairy     ] 
[     cattle   \ 

Beef 
cattle 

:  Sheep 

and 
:   goats 

:   Horses     : 
:     and         : 
:  mules       : 

Other     : 

Total 

Thousand  units 

1909 

I     22,659 

18,585 

9,91*7 

17,1*36 

908 

69,535 

1910 

:     22,627 

17,767 

10,010 

17,856 

1,012 

69,272 

1911 

:     22,737 

16,991* 

9,i*5_ 

18,133 

995 

68,31*3. 

1912 

:     22,811 

17,396 

8,81*1 

18,1*06 

975 

68,1*29 

1913 

i     23,091 

18,631 

8,532 

18,758 

968 

69,980 

191U 

:     23,615 

20,1*82 

8,022 

19,006 

1,021 

72,1**6 

1915 

:     2U,176 

21,91*2 

7,922 

19,071* 

1,01*9 

7l*,l63 

1916 

!     21*,  712 

23,390 

7,699 

19,21*5 

1,007 

76,053 

1917 

:     25,089 

2l*,207 

7,853 

19,1*11* 

1,065 

77,628 

1918 

!     25,100 

23,758 

8,291 

19,1*01 

1,113 

77,663 

1919        i 

I     25,153 

22,878 

8,11*3 

19,066 

1,051 

76,291 

1920 

:     2U,919 

22,222 

7,829 

18,771 

1,025 

71*,  766 

1921         i 

•     25,1*01* 

22,266 

7,328 

18,500 

1,073 

7l*,571 

1922         i 

:     25,825 

21,301 

7,223 

18,158 

1,186 

73,693 

1923         i 

:     26,018 

20,596 

7,331 

17,661 

1,185 

72,791 

192U         : 

26,232 

19,050 

7,61*5 

17,11*0 

1,079 

71,11*6 

1925         i 

:     26,01*1* 

17,51*6 

8,036 

16,670 

1,01*7 

69,31*3 

1926         j 

:     25,939 

16,103 

8,518 

16,060 

1,101* 

67,721* 

1927         i 

26,032 

15,390 

9,11*1 

15,1*90 

1,181* 

67,237 

1928         s 

•     26,502 

15,776 

9,758 

H*,957 

1,161 

68,151* 

1929         i 

27,1*79 

15,929 

10,309 

H*,1*81 

1,157 

69,355 

1930        ! 

•     28,183 

16,703 

10,755 

13,971 

1,125 

70,737 

1931        i 

29,331 

17,563 

10,731* 

13,1*78 

1,170 

72,276 

1932        i 

30,501 

19,195 

10,608 

13,120 

1,201* 

7l*,628 

1933        i 

31,1*61 

21,081 

10,739 

12,918 

1,157 

77,356 

1931*        J 

30,233 

18,707 

10,269 

12,501 

903 

72,613 

1935        i 

29,U*5 

18,695 

10,150 

12,067 

977 

71,331* 

1936        j 

28,908 

17,91*9 

10,162 

11,671 

998 

69,688 

1937        i 

28,786 

17,261i 

10,11*0 

11,195 

971 

68,356 

1938        j 

29,236 

16,752 

10,296 

10,829 

1,078 

68,191 

1939        J 

29,739 

18,066 

lo,U53 

10,595 

1,210 

70,063 

19^0        i 

30,521* 

19,1*38 

10,771 

10,303 

1,122 

72,158 

19l*l        i 

31,605 

21,202 

11,151 

10,009 

1,21*8 

75,215 

19U2         j 

32,637 

23,1*1*9 

10,896 

9,763 

1,1*61 

78,206 

191*3        i 

33,397 

25,566 

10,053 

9,318 

1,610 

79,91*1* 

191*1*        s 

33,281 

26,211 

9,179 

8,71*6 

1,309 

78,726 

191*5        j 

31,676 

25,738 

8,290 

8,216 

1,331* 

75,251* 

191*6        : 

30,972 

25,1*28 

7,1*25 

7,1*71* 

1,202 

72,501 

191*7        i 

29,655 

2l*,56l 

6,811 

6,829 

1,153 

69,009 

191*8        s 

28,881* 

21*,  761* 

6,130 

6,238 

1,177 

67,193 

191*9        i 

28,935 

25,1*11* 

5,955 

5,695 

1,235 

67,231* 

1950         : 

28,888 

27,813 

6,161 

5,165 

1,280 

69,307 

1951         : 

28,71*3 

31,329 

6,301 

l*,5i*3 

1,312 

72,228 

1952         : 

29,639 

33,961 

6,21*6 

1*,026 

1,192 

75,061* 

1953         : 

30,223 

3l*,86U 

6,153 

3,617 

1,165 

76,022 

1951*         : 

29,981* 

35,1*95 

6,130 

3,289 

1,229 

76,127 

-  18  - 

Table  6.-  Grain-  and  roughage -consuming  livestock:  Animal 
units  fed  in  year  beginning  October  1,  by  classes 
of  livestock,  1909-1951* 


Year 
beginning 

[  Dairy 

Beef       ; 

Sheep     : 
and       i 

Horses   : 
and       : 

Hogs     1 

Poultry  : 

Total 

October  1 

va  U  Cr-1.  w 

W  CI   \J  %J  -1.  w 

• 

£oats      ! 

mules     : 

Thousand  units 

! 

1909       i 

:   22,659 

16,687 

7,586 

19,659 

10,152 

6,761* 

83,507 

1910 

:   22,627 

15,953 

7,631* 

20,138 

li,l*66 

7,21*9 

85,067 

1911 

;  22,737 

15,259 

7,232 

20,1*55 

11,376 

6,978 

81*,037 

1912 

:   22,811 

15,619 

6,71*2 

20,767 

11,661* 

6,929 

81*,532 

1913 

:  23,091 

16,728 

6,506 

21,163 

11,952 

6,961* 

86,1*01* 

1911* 

s  23,615 

18,390 

6,117 

21,1*1*0 

12  J6&< 

7,205 

89,133 

1915 

:   2li,176 

19,701 

6,01*2 

21,511 

13,21*8 

7,020 

91,698 

1916 

:   21*,  712 

21,002 

5,872 

21,691 

12,201* 

r     6,830 

92,311 

1917      i 

:   25,089 

21,735 

5,989 

21,862 

12,816 

6,901* 

9l*,395 

1918       s 

:   25,100 

21,332 

6,323 

21,821* 

13,011* 

7,1*36 

95,029 

1919 

:  25,1*1*3 

20,757 

6,187 

21,31*2 

11,913 

7,275 

92,917 

1920       ! 

:   25,213 

20,020 

5,973 

21,058 

12,053 

7,069 

91,386 

1921       i 

:   25,583 

19,881 

5,588 

20,71*1* 

12,970 

7,51*1* 

92,310 

1922       j 

.   25,952 

19,152 

5,538 

20,372 

H*,  781* 

7,931 

93,729 

1923       i 

:   26,152 

18,320 

5,622 

19,821 

H*,  366 

8,231* 

92,515 

1921*       : 

:  26,361 

16,851 

5,81*6 

19,253 

13,122 

8,323 

89,756 

1925       i 

:  26,157 

15,521* 

6,158 

18,755 

12,827 

8,531* 

87,955 

1926       : 

:   26,019 

H*,283 

6,517 

18,085 

13,81*1* 

8,91*1 

87,689 

1927       i 

:   26,11*6 

13,666 

6,990 

17,1*72 

H*,355 

8,892 

87,521 

1928       : 

26,572 

ll*,068 

7,1*55 

16,888 

13,952 

9,176 

88,111 

1929       ! 

:  27,561* 

H*,667 

7,901* 

16,378 

13,622 

9,507 

89,61*2 

1930       ! 

:  28,262 

15,272 

8,225 

15,822 

13,801* 

8,986 

90,371 

1931       : 

29,357 

15,917 

8,238 

15,278 

H*,659 

8,91*9 

92,398 

1932       i 

30,559 

17,1*23 

8,137 

H*,890 

H*,901 

9,100 

95,010 

1933       i 

31,367 

18,858 

8,203 

H*,556 

13,798 

8,653 

95,1*35 

1931*      i 

30,31*7 

16,586 

7,861* 

ll*,219 

9,368 

8,238 

86,622 

1935       : 

•  29,535 

17,073 

7,776 

13,762 

10,577 

8,832 

87,555 

1936       i 

-  29,201 

16,106 

7,785 

13,362 

11,235 

8,566 

86,255 

1937       J 

29,072 

15,825 

7,789 

12,852 

11,292 

8,1*51* 

85,281* 

1938       i 

29,526 

15,529 

7,883 

12,1*67 

13,351* 

9,131* 

87,893 

1939       i 

29,878 

16,655 

8,003 

12,210 

H*,961* 

9,192 

90,902 

191*0      ! 

:  30,579 

18,025 

8,261* 

11,890 

ll*,065 

9,588 

92,1*11 

191*1      i 

:  31,61*8 

19,522 

8,562 

11,51*2 

16,005 

10,730 

98,009 

191*2      ! 

!  32,655 

21,51*1 

8,363 

11,21*1* 

19,622 

12,352 

105,777 

191*3      i 

33,1*11* 

23,111* 

7,735 

10,721* 

19,861 

12,151* 

107,002 

191*1*      i 

33,328 

23,809 

7,099 

10,177 

H*,978 

12,221* 

101,615 

1915      i 

:  31,722 

23,031 

6,1*11* 

9,51*9 

15,31*3 

11,336 

97,395 

191*6      j 

1  31,01*3 

23,197 

5,737 

8,735 

ll*,626 

10,611* 

93,952 

191*7      i 

29,71*5 

22,088 

5,21*9 

8,011 

H*,551* 

10,086 

89,733 

191*8      j 

28,979 

22,591* 

1*,715 

7,31*9 

15,382 

10,802 

89,821 

191*9       : 

29,03** 

23,11*6 

1*,569 

6,730 

16,616 

11,203 

91,298 

1950      i 

28,991 

25,203 

1*,715 

6,118 

17,581 

11,788 

9l*,396 

1951      j 

28,827 

28,261 

1*,81*2 

5,1*09 

17,613 

12,135 

97,087 

1952       : 

29,725 

30,972 

i*,802 

l*,80l* 

15,71*0 

12,066 

98,109 

1953      i 

30,1*12 

31,1*59 

1*,732 

1*,326 

15,118 

12,637 

98,681* 

1951*      i 

30,056 

32 ,108 

U.701 

3,928 

16,809 

12,371* 

99,976 

